Dragon cut software direction for use

1.Installing Dragon Cut and Extras

install Dragon Cut with the Program DVD and Product Serial Number (PSN)
Install Dragon Cut

1.Insert the Dragon Cut DVD into your computer's DVD drive and wait for it to Auto-run.
If it fails to initiate, click on the Start button and go to Computer/My Computer and select the DVD drive

with the Dragon Cut DVD and double-click on it to initiate Auto-run or right-click on the DVD icon and click
Open/Explore and then click on Install_Dragon Cut.

2. Follow the Installation Instructions and click Next as required and Dragon Cut will be installed onto your
computer;
If required, you can install Dragon Cut to another drive on your system. However, and to avoid potential

problems we recommend you install Dragon Cut onto C:\ Drive or the same drive that you have Windows
installed on.

2.Licensing & Product Activation

Open the Gateway and click License to activate Dragon Cut using the Internet
1.Click on the Help menu in Dragon Cut and then Activate Product.
2.Follow the instructions in the window that opens.

3.Close Dragon Cut and when the software is reopened it will be activated and ready to output.

3.Learning Resources

Dragon Cut comes with a suite of specialist help tools and features to greatly assist you in
learning where to find and how to use all Dragon Cut tools and features, as follows:

Built-in Manual : A complete user-guide (manual) of Dragon Cut i.e. the manual that you are
reading at the moment.

Lessons and Tutorials :A suite of videos that discuss in detail how to do a wide range of tasks in
the program. These lessons are available Online (requires an Internet connection)
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4.The Dragon Cut Workspace
Workspace & Settings

e The Dragon Cut - Application Window

e When you open Dragon Cut or a Document, the application window opens containing a
Drawing area, a DesignCenter, Page Thumbnails and a suite of Dynamic Tools.
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e The Dragon Cut DesignCenter™

The DesignCenter is a central repository of all the major tools and features of the program which

can be selected and displayed from a drop down list. The DesignCenter also accesses the Object
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Location of the DesignCenter

[[¥ Size, Scale and Rotation - b Tools
Size Toos .
*
Size/Position
45300 = :
Left mm = @
Top 45.041 mm =
=
Width E20.760 mm =
Height 182385 mm = —
Scale (x) 100.00% —
scale (y) 100.00% =
[] Rubber Mode
Rotate Right
Clear Rotations
Resize Selection to Page
Fit Width Height Stretch
@
z e
@ & & ¥ FToos
The Dragon Cut DesignCenter™




Working with the DesignCenter™

[ﬁ Size, Scale and Rotation ] P Tools
= Object Manager & Properties .
. Color, Fills and Pen Tools *
IE Size, Scale and Rotation
= Align, Space and Distribute &
$f  Step & Repeat and Array Tools

E3
_—|_| Guides, Dimensions and Grid
T Outline Tools and Module
LY Weld and Shape Tools %
- L4
II' TetTools Lt
| ||
=| Bitmap and Image Tools [ | |
[
B Display (View) Tools
l

=l A — g l

To access the DesignCenter click on b Toaks (also shown above) and the DesignCenter will pop-out.

To select a specific category of tools click on the dropdown list (as shown above) and click on the
category of interest.

Note: The example used above is Dragon Cut Pro.

Dragon Cut Documents, Worksheets and Pages

Dragon Cut works with multiple-page documents and each page can be the same or a different
size. There is no limit on the number of pages any one document can have* plus the program
comes with a comprehensive suite of useful page tools and controls.

e Opening, Saving and Working with Documents

Open Recent Document
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Document Tabs
Dragon Cut has document tabs for easier navigation between multiple and

different types of documents, as follows:
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File Formats

Dragon Cut opens and saves in the following native file formats:

Dragon Cut Document (.vDoc)

Includes all the elements of a Document (Objects, Text, Images, Curves, Symbols, Pages etc.)

Dragon Cut Backup Document (.~vDoc)

The Document as it was the moment before it was last saved (Includes all the elements of a

Document)

Vector Cutfile (.vCut)

Includes vector cutfiles for Cut Documents within Dragon Cut

Vector Logo File (.vLogo)

Includes Objects and Text but no page information



Working with the Documents

To Do the following Shortcut
Keys
Open a Ctrl+O
Document | 1. Click on Open *J| or click on the File menu — Open and the Select File to
Open window will open as shown above;
2. Navigate to where the File you wish to open is located, select the file and click
Open.
JYou can filter the types of files displayed in the Open window by selecting the
format in Files of Type dropdown IDrawCUt e v
I If you don't see a thumbnail preview of your Document files press F5 until the | F5
thumbnails appear (as shown at top).
Open a i
Recent 1. Click on Open Recent '—=__! or click on the File menu — Open Recent and
Document | the Thumbnail Selector will open as shown at top;
2. Click on the File you wish to open.
I As you navigate through the files you will see a larger thumbnail on the right
side with file information.
Open _
Backup 1. Go to the File menu — Backups — Open Backup “*< | and the Select
Backup File to Load window similar to the window as shown above;
2. Navigate to where the Backup File you wish to open is located, select the file
and click Open;
J Backup files are saved as .~vDoc
File name:  Type a filename here..| - IDrawCut Backup (*.~vDog) v‘
[ open |+ | concel |
Save a H Ctrl+S
Document | 1. With a Document open, click on Save or on the File menu — Save and
the Save File As window will open;
2. Navigate to where you wish to save the file on your computer;
3. Type in a name for the File under File name (as shown directly above) and click
on Save.
Save As 1. With a previously saved Document open, go to the File menu — Save As and
the Save File As window will open;
2.Navigate to where you wish to save the file on your computer;
3. Type in a name for the File under File name (as shown directly above) and click
on Save.




e Importing Files

How to Import Files

To

Do the following

Import any File Format

Click File menu - Import and the Import window will
open (as shown above);

Navigate to where the File is located and click on the
required File to highlight it, then click on the Import
button. The Import Window will then disappear and
a Paste cursor will appear;

Place the Paste cursor and click once to paste the
File, or click and hold down the mouse button and
drag out the required size of the imported File
(object) into the document.

Select File Type

All Graphic Files

VinylMaster files

All Image formats

Al - Adobe [llustrator

AV - Video for Windows

BMP - Windows Bitrap

CUR - Windows Cursor

DCX - Multipage PCX

DIB - Device Indipendant Bitrap
DXF - AutoCad

EMF - Enhanced Windows Metafile
EPS - Encapulated Postscript
FAX - Fax Tiff File

GIF - CompuServe Bitmap

HPGL - HPGL Files

ICO - Windows Icon

JP2 - IPEG2000 Bitmaps

JPG - JPEG Bitmap

MPG - Mpeg Movie

PEM - Portable BitMap

PCX - PaintBrush Image

PDF - Adobe Portable Document
PGM - Portable GrayMap

PLT - Pt Files

PMG - Portable Metwork Graphics
PPM - Portable Pixmap

P5 - Postscript Files

P5D - Adobe Photoshop

RAW - Camera RAW

| Al Files
o |

m

v]

Cancel ]

[ Open

4

Click the Files of Type dropdown/up to Select the
type of file you wish to import (as shown directly
above).




e Exporting Files

How to Export Vector and Raster Files

To

Do the following

Export
Vector Files
(.ai .dxf .eps
.plt .svg)

Select the Object(s) you wish to Export. Note: selecting an object is required;

Click the File menu > Export - as Vector... and the Export window will open (as shown at top);

Navigate to the Folder where you wish to save the File;

File name:

Save as type: | Al - Adobe Illustrator -
Al - Adobe Illustrator

DXF - AutoCad

EPS - Encapsulated Postscript

PLT - Plt File (HPGL)

SWG - Scalable Vecter Graphic

-

“ Hide Folders

Select the File Format that you wish to save the selected object(s) in, from the Save as type drop down (as
shown directly above);

Type a File Name in the File name list box;

Click Save and the file will be exported.

Export PDF

Select the Object(s) you wish to Export. Note: selecting an object is required;

Click the File menu = Export = File... and the Export window will open (as shown at top);

Navigate to the Folder where you wish to save the File;

File name:

Save as type: [PDF - Adobe Portable Document

BMP - Windows Bitmap

Al - Adobe lllustrator

BMP - Windows Bitmap

DXF - AuteCad

EPS - Encapsulated Postscript
PG - JPEG Bitrnap

PLT - Plt File (HPGL)

PMG - Portable Metwork Graphics
SVG - Scalable Vector Graphic
TIF - TIFF Bitmap

“ Hide Folders

Select PDF - Adobe Portable Document from the Save as type drop down (as shown directly above);

Type a File Name in the File name list box;

Click Save and the file will be exported.

Export
Raster
(Image) Files
(.-bomp .jpg .p
ng .tif)

Select the Object(s) you wish to Export. Note: selecting an object is required;

Click the File menu = Export = as Image... and the Export window will open (as shown at top);

Navigate to the Folder where you wish to save the File;

File name: -

Save as type: | BMP - Windows Bitmap -
BMP - Windows Bitmap
JPG - JPEG Bitmap

PMG - Portable Metwork Graphics
TIF - TIFF Bitmap

+ Hide Folders

Select the File Format that you wish to save the selected object(s) in, from the Save as type drop down (as
shown directly above);

Type a File Name in the File name list box;

Click Save and the Export Image module will open. Because each file format has different options each is
explained in-turn as follows:




Power Shapes and Basic Shapes

Dragon Cut comes with Power Shapes that come with interactive nodes which alter the shape
and position of the Power Shape. Basic shapes are simple curve objects that are provided for
your convenience. These shapes can be filled, have a pen style and have their nodes edited the
same as any other curve object.

Working with Power Shapes

e Arrow

Star

e Square

Circle/Ellipse
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Basic shapes are simple curve objects that are provided for your convenience. These shapes can
be filled, have a pen style and have their nodes edited the same as any other curve object.

e Basic Shapes
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e General Clipart,Corporate Logos ,Road and Related Signs
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All the above are the simple explanation of the tools .

Example use

» Words --- just for cutter

1. Create file
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2. send to cutter
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Send to be Cut [ i
General | Cutter Control | settings|
—— vee ||
inytEutberPiotter
Select Modet Saga - 1750 1IP (Servo) NEW ARMS= - o

Media Width 1660.000 mm = —
Quantity
Job Name Untitled 1 j
Sage — 1750 IIP (Servo} NEW ARMS+, 1660.000 mm
[ Rotate [ Advance After Plot Il Glack Color (1/1)
[ Mirror [ Absolute (position)
-
General Options
[] Mixed Job (Draw and Cut) [F] separate by Color es
[] Registration Marks [F] Assign Toals by Color
- E
=1 E
i ez |~
[ Auto Speed-Weed ] Auto Weed-Box

171 mm

Text Options
| Easy-Lift Weed Marks

[ weld Text

[ spess e Tert On

@ Area Test ][ Cut Now ][ Spool Al ] [ Cancel |

like the above picture , adjustment the parameter of the software ,then chose “Cut Now” ,or
“Spool All” .

3. Then the cutter will start to work



Before cut ,we need set some option

F Vinyl Spooler . E@g
[ Filter by Job [ Fitter by Calor (@) Show Ml Jobs (T) Most Recent Job ™ "' Barcode Controler
Color - Job Mame Job No Qty @ Preview l? Cut Options 1.5' Connection | m Calibration
= Current > IIIIIIIIll:lmmI
‘@ Cutting Contour Conteur Cut: Untitled 312 1
@ Cutting Contour Contour Cut: Untitled 33 1
@ Cutting Contour Conteur Cut: Untitled 314 1
3 {Contour Cut Color) Untitled 305 1
f (Contour Cut Color) Untitled 304 1
y {Centour Cut Color) Untitled 30 1
‘@ Cutting Contour Contour Cut: Untitled 315 1
M Red Untitled 200 1
M Black Untitied 202 1 d
M Black Untitled 204 1
M Black Untitled 300 1 £
M Black Speed Weed Sample 205 1 —_ .
I Black Untitled 313 1 “ !_‘Zﬁf
B Black Untitied 122 1 J =
s
M Black Untitled 325 1 168.00 mm
M Black Untitled 324 1
M Black Untitled 310 1
I Black Untitled 309 1
Il Black Untitled 321 1
Il Black Untitled 311 1
— . ] ¥
Copies |1 = - Delete ‘ H @v [ Tile Box - l:l_ll ‘ X = & 4 ‘
| @tep T saga- 1750 1P (servo) NEW ARMS*, (1660.00 mm x 10000.00 mm) [ Mest ] [ Area Test ] [ Cut Now ] [ Dene ]




Cut options

° =2 s
P e T pem—

Recent Job A | Barcode Controler

@ preview | T Cut Options | & Connection | TF calibration |

| ¥

T Saga - 1750 lIP (Servo) NEW ARMS+
Media 5ize
Media Width 1660.0 mm E [ Poll Media ]
Media Length Q.0 E
Cutting Options
Preset Mode: - ] [ Edit Presets ]
E Blade Offset 0.30 =l calibrate
Owercut 2,00 =
Blade type [Defal.l:l‘. v]
Additional Options
[[] Cutting Force 50 ; grams
[[] Cutting Speed 450 %H S —
Cutting Options I
= Advance after plot [ Area Tests ]

for different materials , need different Blade Offset, click the the button to set the Blade Offset

Blade Offset Calibration ~ ~ - - a— "
Calibrate Blade Offset
Blade Offset Calibration

Perform a test to calculate the correct blade offset to cut the
sharpest text and shapes from your cutter.

Information

Without setting the correct blade offset, you
may get a stight rounding on the corners.

When this value is correctly set, you wil get the
sharpest results on corners, and text. Closed
shapes will also finish the cut correctly.

Instructions

To perform this calibration, you wil need to load
a small piece of vinyl into the cutter.

Using the blade that you wish to calibrate, click
on "Perform Calibration™ to cut the calibration

test.
U Perform Calibration
t

Normal Test

No Blade Offset Correct Blade Offset




Connection

F Vinyl Spooler g E@g

[ Fitter by Job [ Fitter by Color i@ Show Al Jobs () Most Recent Job == ) parcode Controler

Calor ~+ Job Name JobNo  Qty | ® preview | ¥ cut Options | (§ Connection l-ﬁ Calibration|

= Current |~
% Cutting Contour Contour Cut: Untitled 312 1 Current Vinyl Cutter (Plotter)
% ‘Cutting Contour Contour Cut: Untitled 313 1 ﬁ Current Cutter [Saga 1750 11P (Servo) NEW ARMS: 'l
@ Cutting Contour ‘Contour Cut: Untitled 314 1
y {Contour Cut Color) Untitled 305 1 Direct USB Remove + add F
y {Contour Cut Color) Untitled 304 1 .
f {Contour Cut Color) Untitled 30 1 Connection Method
@ ‘Cutting Contour ‘Contour Cut: Untitled 315 1
M Red Untitled 200 1 Port Type - @ Help
Ml Black Untitled 202 1
M Black Untitled 204 1
M Back Untitled 300 1 E settings
M Back Speed Weed Sample 205 1 § UsePort vid_0483&pid_575045& 1f202f6e& 084 -
Ml Black Untitled 323 1
Il Back Untitled 322 1 Status Device Mot Connec m
B Black Untitied 325 1 F
M Black Untitled 324 1
Ml Black Untitled 310 1
M Black Untitled 309 1
W Black Untitled 321 1
M Black Untitled 311 1
Custom |

 Done
Repeats sk

Copies |1 = ’:. Delete ‘ H - ‘ [£] Tie Box

(@) Help TF Saga - 1750 IIF (Servo) NEW ARMS+, (1660.00 mm x 10000.00 mm) Nest [ Area Test ] [ Cut Now ] [ Done

For the connection, the software connect the computer with USB, click the “Detect”

’ : - = =
Detect Connection Wizard u

Detect Device c:*-

This wizard will attempt to automatically detect your device connection.

Step 1. Turn OFf Device

Please turn OFF the device, then click next to
continue.

| If you have trouble detecting the device, try
unplugging the cable from the computer as wel as
turning it off.

< Back [ Mexi = ] [ Cancel

According to the hint.



Another ,open the cutter ,click the “Detect” , “reset” the cutter

}l"‘n.nl-n..--.f"ul-- Il B8l D45 4 1 11 1

Detect Connection Wizard

o

Detect Device

Operation Complete - Device Detected!

| Your Device has been automatically detected,
and is ready to use.

Connection name:

- vid_0483pid_5750#51f202f6e02

This wizard will attempt to automaticaly detect your device connection.

< Back

L — -



Calibration

Calibrate your Device

Ll BE
L, .
| \ +1+
A T W |
LU I + +
Cutter Scal
Blade Offset urter seale Laser Offset (Quick)
I/ r " \\ "';l"‘
-
Ll I % +
ARMS Offset Laser Offsat (Full)

Practice Contour Cutting

® % W

Print Practice Sheet Manual Practice Cut ARMS Practice

Blade Offset : the same as the cut options

Cutter Scale : set the scaling of the file

Laser offset: set the offset of the laser (two ways ,quick and full)
ARMS offset : After the version 5, upgrade the method

Open the barcode controller

U:: Automark Cutting Module V2.2 [ =

File [Cutter | Jobs Advanced Help
= Check Cutter Compatibility

Read Cutter Firmmware Version

LY

Autc. Calibrate Laser Offset w
Adjust Laser Offset while cutting  Ctrl+M
Detect Barcode Sian kark s Cutout Job Finizhed

Job status | Cutter Settings

Cutter Status

Cutter Status Offline

Current Job

Job 1D Mo Job Loaded
Job Mame

Size

Flace lazer where red dot iz ta beqin..

[] Batch Process
[7] Auto Start start

The only thing you need do is , put a white paper in the cutter ,and install the pen holder in the cutter , move
the carriage to the middle of the paper, click the button like the above picture ,then according to the hint to
set the laser offset.



The way to open the barcode controller
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Then click the “Barcode controller”

Cortous curin i A =

Output Options | Print Options | PDF Options. | Mark Options | Temates|

g
g
Fg
g
:

Cutting Device

¥ Saga - 1750 1IP (Servo) NEW ARMS= - o= —

Untitled

@ Automatic ARMS 1. Default Setting - (Automatic) -] R T e = REN - 1—1
Printing Device
() Print Direct This option saves the artwork as a PDF file to & D RAG O N C U T
©) Print as PDF be printed from another program or RIP. g 1= =ERIE= =]
(7 Save as Image £
g_ E
@ Save POF =
&
Source Options E
Selected Dbjects Mark Position | 4.0mm = 8-
[ clip to Page 3
Include Ful Bounds [7] Job Name 83
[T] Tiled Copies [F] Full width {Get the maximum cutting area) 3
L
Practice Sheets §* | |
[ Cut Insides First [7] Advanced Options 3 I 210 mm al
) e ) e =
o o view both {View Print only [ View Cut only |
ra
& 41| Barcode Controler . .| Page Marks [ Build ] ’ Cancel ]
(" F
T.. Automark Cutting Madule V2.2 i ==
il e
File Cutter Jobs Advanced Help
o r " = b 4
A L - 2D
Detect Barcode Scan Marks Cubout Job Finizhed
Job Status | Cutter Settings
'@
L]
Cutter Status

Cutter Status Offline

Current Job

Job 1D No Job Loaded
Job Hame
Size

Flaze lazer where red dot iz o begin..

[7] Batch Process

[ Auto Start start




» Words ---contour cutting (for ARMS cutter)

1. Create file
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2. Create Cut-Contour
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Set the contour options ,then “Accept”
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The file will have the contour
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3. Create the contour cutting wizard
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For the Amrs cutter ,we recommend use the barcode marks ,like the above picture.
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Chose the appropriate marks, the above 2 pictures show you the difference between use the Page Marks

and doesn’t use the Page Marks (the Marks fit the page or not)




Chose the appropriate device for printing

Output Options | Print Options | PDF Options | Mark Options | Templates |
Cutting Device
¥ Saga - 1750 IIP (5ervo) NEW ARMS= - ’ Spooler... ] B
(7 Manual
Barcode Marks
i@ Automatic ARMS 1. Default Setting - (Automatic) v]
Printing Device i
() Print Direct This option saves the artwork as a PDF file to
() Print as PDF be printed from another program or RIP.
(") Save as Image
=
'E' Sawve POF &
Snuree Oindinns
Chose the appropriate compose type to your materials
Source Options
[] selected Objects MarkPosition | 40mm %] | Buid Contours
Clip to Page
Include Ful Bounds Job MName Untitled
Tiled Copies [] Full width {Get the maximum cutting area)
Cuantity
Horizontal z E Spacing 10.0 mm E 430 mm
Vertical 3 Bl 6 copies 10.0mm [ 911 mm
Print options
Output Options| Print Optians | PDF Options | Mark Options | Templates| 0 . £ . 100 . 150 . 200

Printing Position d
[] Use design size and position [ Auto center small jobs (A4 size)

[ use Page Marks ]

Advanced Position

A Reset
Lett postton [ R |
Top Position ‘ ' Center .

Cutting Tool Presets 1 |
1 1

Fy
¥

Contour Type Cutting Preset Blade Type Blade Preset

J 184 mm
Il Cut Contour §—




Chose the appropriate set options to your materials
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4. save the file
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Save the file as the device you chose



5. Add the cut jobs
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The most important thing is you need remember add the cut jobs ,otherwise the software can’t detect

the barcode.

6. print the file you have saved
7. Put the materials you have printed and move the
carriage ,make the laser at the place where the picture show,

then click the “start” , start the contour cutting.
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» Words ---contour cutting (for servo/stepper cutter)
1. Create the file (the same as the ARMS cutter)
2. Create Cut-Contour (the same as the ARMS cutter)

3. Create the contour cutting wizard
Cotour Cutting Ward A —
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The difference is the Marks , the servo/stepper cutter should use the manual Marks. The other options set the
same as the ARMS .

Dragoncut can be installed on as many computers as you
want, but, ONLY one computer can be activated. If you
want to activate the software on another computer to
cut, please deactivate the previous device first. It will be
locked if you try to activate on different computers the
same time. Note: Deactivation requires internet as well.
Please follow the instructions appears on the desktop if
you don't have internet on the computer you want to

deactivate.



